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“Why did you NOT obey the Lord?”
 -1 Samuel 15:19
[bookmark: _GoBack]
When I was little girl, I loved to eat pickles.  It didn’t matter if they were Dill pickles, whole pickles, chopped pickles, sweet pickles, crunchy pickles, green pickles, oval pickles, or zesty pickles.  As long as they were pickles, I loved them! I vividly remember when I was seven years old, I quietly scooted the chair from our kitchen table over to the stocked pantry so I could reach the top shelf.  You see there was a brand new jar of pickles beautifully displayed and calling out my name. As I climbed to the top of the chair and elevated my toes to the position of a ballerina on point, I reached as far as my arms would stretch and barely grabbed hold of the glass container.  With my mouth watering at the thought of my first bitter-bite, I stood on that pedestal determined to eat what I came for.  In no time, I began to devour and consume as many pickles that would fit in my mouth. Half way through the jar, my mom came into the kitchen and saw what looked like a tiger eating its prey.  Looking back now, it is odd to me that she didn’t grab the jar out of my hand and forbid me to eat anymore.  Instead she looked at me and said, “Holly, put down those pickles and stop eating them! They will hurt your stomach and make you sick!”  Then she walked out of the room and like a typical seven year old I ignored her warning and kept filling my stomach. My sensational appetite dominated the truth that was spoken over me and I stayed determined to finish the whole container.  I gobbled at least two hundred pickles slices that morning. I quickly hid the evidence at the bottom of the trashcan so no one would know I ate the whole jar. Stuffed as a teddy bear, I ran to meet my mom who was waiting for me in the car. I strapped on my seat belt and we took off. At every twist and turn I began to feel, what once sounded like a good idea, dance around in my stomach.  A woozy sensation washed over me like a tidal wave in the ocean and before I knew it those pickles danced their way back up and all over my mom’s brand new Cadillac. To say the least, my “secret” wasn’t a secret anymore!  
I wonder if you see the “hidden message” in my story?  You see this memory of mine is a perfect representation of how we allow our sensational appetites to lead us into disobedience that ultimately leads to our dismay. Usually our temptation to disobey is packaged in a way that looks very appealing, but could result in sickness or even spiritual death. Interestingly enough, just like my mom gave me the option to choose what was right and she didn’t grab the pickles out of my hand and make the choice for me, so does our heavenly Father treat us.  This world offers many things and invites us to eat and partake of them, while God on the other hand offers us a diet that will bring LIFE. It’s up to us to make the healthy choice.  God will not rip those unhealthy choices from our hands; instead He will lovingly give us the truth while offering us a well-balanced replacement. His counsel is always followed with a solution.  Instead of speaking on His behalf, allow me to read straight from His mouth in Proverbs. “So listen My sons and daughters, to everything I tell you for nothing will bring you more JOY than following My ways.  Listen to My counsel for My instruction will enlighten you; You’ll be wise not to ignore it.  If you wait at Wisdom’s doorway longing to hear a word for every day, JOY will break forth within you as you listen for what I will say. For the fountain of life pours into you every time that you find Me, and this is the secret of growing in the delight and favor of the Lord” (Proverbs 8:32-35).


James 1:14-15  “Each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.”



The Cause And Effect Of Saul’s Disobedience:


1.) ____________________ was a cause of Saul’s evil desires (vs. 17).

2.) ____________________ was a cause of Saul’s evil desires (vs. 12, 23).

3.) ____________________ was a cause of Saul’s evil desires (vs. 19).


1.) Saul’s evil desire birthed ___________________________ (vs. 13) 
 
2.) Saul’s evil desire birthed ___________________________ (vs. 15, 21)

3.) Saul’s evil desire birthed ___________________________ (vs.24)

4.) Saul’s evil desire birthed ___________________________ (vs. 15)

5.) Saul’s evil desire birthed __________ and _____________ (vs. 27)

6.) Saul’s evil desire birthed ___________________________ (vs. 30)
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