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Read These Bible Passages:
Joshua 2:1-16 (The prostitute Rahab)

Joshua 3:9-17 (The second generation of Israelites)
Joshua 5:13- 6:5 (The Commander in Chief, Joshua)
Focus On This Theme:

In light of scripture we will examine three very specific testimonies of the prostitute Rahab, the second generation of Israelites, and the new commander in chief, Joshua.  Each of these people shares a common thread.  These are average folks that God uses to display His power to confound the wise.
REVIEW


Welcome back to the second week of our tour through the book of Joshua.  Allow me to be your tour guide as we navigate our way through this ageless manuscript that came to life in the mid-1400’s B.C (Before Christ). We will become familiar with a story of conquest and fulfillment for the people of God. I would like to invite you to imagine the jubilant cries and echoes throughout the camp of the Israelites as they began the preparation to march into the promise that they have been waiting forty years to see.  Keep in mind that throughout the years, the second generation of Israelites had heard the same stories over and over again, from their grandparents.  While sitting around the camp fire, they would talk about what it was like to be a slave in Egypt and then to see their enemies destroyed by the miraculous raging waters of the Red Sea, after enduring ten plagues.  
Now their treacherous, faithless, roaming-in-the-Sinai-desert and days of eating manna are about to change in the blink of an eye. They are not going to talk or dream about the Promised Land anymore, they are going to walk straight into it.    
The first generation of Vagabonds had already expired along with their leader and servant of the Lord, Moses, who died at a hundred and twenty years of age. 
The book of Joshua opens up with an unforgettable scene.  The Israelites were only given thirty days to grieve the death of their beloved leader, Moses, when Joshua (filled with the Spirit of wisdom) rises up and takes the position God gave him to fill Moses’ shoes. Pretty tough sandals to fill, don’t you think? 
We are told in Deuteronomy 34:10, 12 that “no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face… For no one has EVER shown the mighty power or performed the awesome deeds that Moses did in the sight of Israel.”
Joshua Chapter One continues to unfold and reveal the story of the preparation and acceptance of their new leader and the beginning plan to overtake the real estate that God promised to them through Abraham.  This would be known as the land of Canaan, the region that would be flowing with milk and honey.
Joshua’s generation is not written about the wandering Israelites that died off with Moses’ generation.  This generation is a possessing generation! They are not wandering, nomadic, and in hope that things might possibly work out.  This is a group of people who are endowed and prepared to possess and take into action the promises of God.  
APPLICATION:  The book of Joshua challenges each of us, personally, to possess what God has already given to us.  All we have to do now is just go in and claim what is rightfully ours! If I had to sum up the book of Joshua in one word, I would say that this is a book of ACTION!  The Lord has already given them the land to possess, all they have to do is TAKE it.
OPENING PRAYER:


Father, I thank you for breath this day to give you praise and so with that breath we confess that your Son, Jesus Christ, is Lord. May all the glory and power be given unto you and you alone.  I thank you for the Truth you have revealed to us and will continue to show as we learn about ordinary people that you have blessed with extraordinary stories, in the book of Joshua. Speak to our hearts individually and help us to see where we can be transformed in our lives through the renewing of our minds by hearing your Word (Romans 12:2). Then may we meditate on your word day and night (Joshua 1:8).  I pray that we will be a people of action, while taking charge and possessing what you have given to us. We thank you that you chose the least likely to baffle the intelligent (1 Corinthians 1:27).  I pray you chose to use us to accomplish your will, so that we may be your vessel that displays your power to the people (Psalm77:14)! To God be the glory! AMEN!
INTRODUCTION: 
Today in Ethiopia, Christians are persecuted for their claim of the almighty name of Jesus Christ. Muslims are the predominate religion with a saturation of religious fanaticism that is fanned by Muslim extremist. Yet through this story of a young boy named, Tulu, God shows us how He often takes the least likely to display His power and confuse the wise. He utilizes an ordinary person with extraordinary faith to accomplish things that do not make sense to the natural eye. 
Tulu was a young Ethiopian boy who suffered from a disease that made him physically weak and slow to learn.  Through Jehovah Rapha’s (The God Who Heals) healing touch, Tulu experienced God supernaturally and was forever changed.  He devoted himself to studying the scriptures and passionately spreading the gospel to a lost country. When the Muslim extremists took notice to the influence Tulu had, they attempted to kill him by stabbing him in the head with a spear. God healed him because his work was not yet finished; the Lord wanted him to continue spreading the gospel in a dry, parched land.  He went on and shared his passion with others and as a result fifty Ethiopians became Christians, including Tulu’s parents.  Five years later while Tulu was at school, a Muslim extremist, whose name was Mohammed, raised a machete to Tulu’s throat and killed him in one single blow. Mohammad shouted out as he killed Tulu the Jihad (Islamic) war cry, “Allah Akbar!” This translates to “Allah is greater” or “Allah is the greatest.”   
While Mohammed was in prison for this crime, two local Christians shared the gospel with Mohammed while they were visiting the jail.  With great resistance, he refused to hear of Jesus and remained closed-hearted.  Yet, God placed perseverance into these two believers’ hearts and they would not give up and remained steadfast in showing Christ’s love and grace. Over a two year period, Mohammed finally decided to reject the lie that Allah is greater and accepted the Truth that he was forgiven and by His (Christ) stripes, Mohammed was healed (Isaiah 53:5). He was baptized with three other converted Muslim convicts in the jail house.  He told everyone who watched that he wanted all people to know he was being baptized in the name of the Almighty God, testifying to his redemption in Jesus Christ. After they came up from the holy water they all sang hymns, prayed, and took of the Lord’s Supper.  
Tulu’s legacy points to our theme that we will be focusing on today. In light of scripture we will examine three very specific testimonies of the prostitute Rahab, the second generation of Israelites, and the new commander in chief, Joshua. Each of these people shares a common thread (including Tulu).  These are average folks that God uses to display His power to perplex the scholarly. They are the people who Paul was referring to while he penned 1 Corinthians 1:27 “God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise.” Do you know why God does that?  So that no one will boast before Him (1 Corinthians 1:29)!
Follow along with me as we dissect three incredible memoirs. I challenge you to find yourself hidden among one of these stories, or maybe you will find a small piece of you in each. Regardless, all of these people will teach you something, if you allow it.

BIBLE PASSAGE # 1 (The Prostitute Rahab)
Joshua 2:1-16

Then Joshua, son of Nun, secretly sent two spies from Shittim. “Go, look over the land,” he said, “especially Jericho.” So they went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there. 2 The king of Jericho was told, “Look, some of the Israelites have come here tonight to spy out the land.” 3 So the king of Jericho sent this message to Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to you and entered your house, because they have come to spy out the whole land.”

4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said, “Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know where they had come from. 5 At dusk, when it was time to close the city gate, they left. I don’t know which way they went. Go after them quickly. You may catch up with them.” 6 (But she had taken them up to the roof and hidden them under the stalks of flax she had laid out on the roof.) 7 So the men set out in pursuit of the spies on the road that leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut.

8 Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof 9 and said to them, “I know that the Lord has given you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are melting in fear because of you. 10 We have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea[a] for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed.[b] 11 When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.

12 “Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that you will show kindness to my family, because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign 13 that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them —and that you will save us from death.”

14 “Our lives for your lives!” the men assured her. “If you don’t tell what we are doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully when the Lord gives us the land.”

15 So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she lived in was part of the city wall. 16 She said to them, “Go to the hills so the pursuers will not find you. Hide yourselves there three days until they return, and then go on your way.” 

COMMENTARY:


Every time I read this scripture, the obvious question always pops into my mind like a bag of popcorn pops in the microwave… How in the world did the King of Jericho get word that quickly about there being spies at Rahab’s house?  Did the two Israelites stick out like sore thumbs? How did they know these spies were Israelites? Or could it be that someone tipped off the rats who told the king? 
I personally think that the whole town of Jericho was so fear-bound that they were just plain paranoid at the sight of any stranger who entered their community.  Remember in verse 11 Rahab said that when the people of Jericho heard of what the Lord did for the Israelites in the desert “their hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because of them.” Their borough was terrified!  Could you imagine the confusion that spread across the horizon like a tsunami?
Regardless of how the officials found out, the fact remains that the king set his ways on having these spies defaced, yet the Lord had already set His mind to have the people of Jericho destroyed.  Who do you think wins? 
In the second chapter of Joshua we are introduced to an amazing faith-filled woman, branded with an unusual title… Prostitute!  Before we go any further, I want to paint a portrait of how a Harlot was viewed in 1400 B.C. These women were outcasts. Some of them were stoned to death because of their life-style.  Family members would disown them in fear of being associated with her.  They often lived very lonely lives, with no escape from poverty. Her community would reject her and the only people they would have been secretly associated with were dirty, possibly diseased men who would use them for only one thing. Talk about captivity! Interestingly enough, the prostitutes and the Israelites seem to have something in common….Captivity (don’t miss that point.)
As this vivid description splashes color onto our canvas, our eyes begin to see that this woman, named Rahab, would naturally be the least likely for the Lord to display His power through. How could this seducer have more faith than some of God’s very own people who were literally set free from captivity and had seen some of the greatest miracles ever performed, with their very own eyes? Quite the contrary, Rahab only heard about these signs and wonders and her faith quickly superseded most of God’s very own people. Often times the most broken people respond to the Lord with great faith and urgency because they are at the end of their own rope (which is exactly where God wants us.)

The scriptures do not say but it appears that possibly Rahab’s family had abandoned her because she mentions that she has a father, mother, brothers and sisters.  Yet why is this multitude of people not helping to support her?  Why does she have to sell herself for money?  Why is her family not supporting her and allowing her to stay with them?  If this theory is true; it makes her character that much stronger. It would lead you to believe that even though they had abandoned her to slavery, still when it came down to the opportunity to wipe them out with the rest of Jericho, she pleads on their behalf to be saved with her (Joshua 2:12-13).  This reminds me of the story of Joseph and his eleven brothers.  When it came down to it, Joseph spared their lives regardless of how they treated and sold Joseph into slavery (Genesis 45).
The harlot, Rahab, was so much more than her reputation (isn’t this true for all of us?)  She was a woman who was blind, but could now see.  She found faith in a God that was foreign to her, but through the eyes of her brokenness surrendered to the Truth.  The only way I could explain a woman who had never been able to place her trust in anyone considering her background, to now placing her life into the hands of a foreign God and two men with a promise, “Our lives for your lives!” This is beyond me; it could only come from the strength of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Now because of Rahab, the Israelites were given the lay of the land on the inside of the walls, coupled with the fact that she reported to the spies that the whole community feared them.  We are told that after the fall of Jericho, she made her home with the Israelites (Joshua 6:25).  Do not lose sight by her title of prostitute; she was a mighty warrior for the Lord! I would replace her title with Rahab, The Protector.  She protected the spies (and Israel) from her own people. 
    ILLUSTRATION:

Stephen Covey writes about a story in his book called, “The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People.”  The author recalls a time when he sat next to a man on the Subway, who had several young kids who were out of control.  The people sitting around this disengaged parent were beginning to get annoyed.  The children were jumping all over the seats, throwing paper, and shouting to one another with no acknowledgment or reprimand from their dad.   Finally Steve could not sit in silence one more second and with a stern tone looked at this negligent father and said, “Excuse me Sir, your children are really disturbing a lot of people.  I wonder if you couldn’t control them a little more?”
The man lifted his gaze as to come to a consciousness of the situation for the first time and said softly, “Oh you are right. I guess I should do something about it.  We just came from the hospital where their mother just died.  I do not know what to think and it appears they do not know how to handle it either.”

This illustration points us to the truth, that just because this man on the Subway had been viewed as being a withdrawn, negligent, unresponsive father, the whole truths reveal something else. Yes, he was being withdrawn but once you find out why, you see this man differently.  Even though Rahab was a prostitute, after hearing about her Godly faith, you see her differently.

Be careful not to judge, you probably do not have all the facts to make an accurate assumption!   
    BIBLE PASSAGE # 2 (The Second Generation of Israelites)
    Joshua 3:9-17
Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here and listen to the words of the Lord your God. 10 This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. 11 See, the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you. 12 Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. 13 And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the Lord—the Lord of all the earth —set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap. ”

14 So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant went ahead of them. 15 Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water’s edge, 16 the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea) was completely cut off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17 The priests who carried the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord stopped in the middle of the Jordan and stood on dry ground, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground. 

     INTERACTION:

If you have time to spare during your lecture, now is a good time to ask a quick trivia question to the class.  This discussion will surely throw them for a loop. Most people’s answer will be the number two or three.


How many times were recorded in the bible of water being divided?

1.) God divided the water in Genesis 1:6-7

And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from water.” 7 So God made the vault and separated the water under the vault from the water above it. And it was so.
2.) Moses divided the water in Exodus 14:21-22

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the Lord drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, 22 and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left
3.) Joshua divided the water in Joshua 3:15

 And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the Lord—the Lord of all the earth —set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap. 
4.) Elijah divided the water in 2 Kings 2:7-8

Fifty men from the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his cloak rolled it up and struck the water with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground.
5.)  Elisha divided the water in 2 Kings 13-14
Elisha then picked up Elijah’s cloak that had fallen from him and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 He took the cloak that had fallen from Elijah and struck the water with it. “Where now is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” he asked. When he struck the water, it divided to the right and to the left, and he crossed over.
     COMMENTARY:

When the people crossed through the Jordan and stepped foot on the other side, it was on the tenth day of the first month.  They were just five days short of a full forty years since leaving Egypt and entering the Exodus.  Did you know that the distance from Egypt to Canaan is only about 250 miles, which is about one month journey in your Nike’s?  Imagine with me, loading up your backpack and joining a team of 603,550+ men (not including the count of women and children) and hiking, by foot, all the way from Houston to South Dallas.  I would envision that by day three, no one would be singing any longer to the tune of Kumbayah. Now just add another 39 years and 11 months to this equation! Phew!
Crossing the Jordan is the first monumental event that the second generation of Israelites is faced with after losing their leader Moses. Although do not lose sight that this generation is a possessing generation.  They have been sifted, tried, and tested and are now ready to take what the Lord had promised them. They started out as a group of people who looked as if they were the least likely, and finished the race as stronger, possessing believers. Once again we see 1 Corinthians 1:27 come to life, “God chose the foolish things of the world to confuse the wise.”  In this case….
*WHO are the “wise?”  All the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all the Canaanite kings along the coast. 

*WHY were they confounded? Because we learn in Joshua 5:1 “that when all these kings heard how the Lord dried up the Jordan… their hearts melted and they no longer had the courage to face the Israelites.”
*HOW did this happen? A group of average people put their FAITH in the Lord and obeyed His every command regardless of what it looked like around them.
*WHAT is the definition of faith? “Faith is being sure of what you hope for and certain of what you do not see.” Hebrews 11:1
So far we have touched on several groups that have been gripped with a spirit of fear over the act of God displaying His power through the least likely. All the Amorite kings west of the Jordan, all the Canaanite kings along the cost (Joshua 5:1), and all of the city of Jericho (Joshua 2:9-11) in a pit of fear, doubt, and hopelessness. There is only one answer as to why and that is because the Lord’s Word never returns void.  “I will send my fear before you,” God had promised; “I will cause confusion among all the people to whom you come, and will make all your enemies turn their backs to you” (Exodus 23:27).  

     ILLUSTRATION:
My father happens to be in the top one percent of competitive pistol shooting.  He dreamed of having a boy so he could run the race of competitive shooting with him.  Yet the Lord blessed my dad with two daughters.  So instead of seeing the cup half empty, my father began to teach me how to shoot a gun.  He went out and bought me my first competitive pistol that is a clone to what he shoots in top-ranked matches around the country.  I learned how to shoot with my brand new 9MM Smith and Wesson M&P (which for any of you gentlemen out there who does not know what M&P stands for, it means Military and Police. Ha!) I had plenty of training by my first IDPA match and I was locked and loaded with my fiber optic sights/holster/case/several magazines/safety glasses/ear muffs.  I came out on the scene as the only woman, and by far looked the least likely.  Yet by the end of the match and my trainer by my side, I had blown these gentlemen away (no pun intended). They shook their head with confusion and my dad and I just gave each other a high-five! All it took was a little faith and obedience to my trainer no matter what it looked like around me.  
    LIFE APPLICATION:        
What giant(s) are you facing that seem impossible?  Has God asked you to walk through something (like the Jordan River) but you are responding in disobedience? Keep in mind that disobedience always leads you straight to the desert – possibly a forty year desert.  Your “Jordan Rivers” aren’t there to DEFEAT you; they are there to INCREASE you! 
   

    BIBLE PASSAGE #3 (Commander in Chief, Joshua)   
    Joshua 5:13- 6:5


Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?”

14 “Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord[a] have for his servant?”

15 The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.

6 Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israelites. No one went out and no one came in.

2 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its fighting men. 3 March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. 4 Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the Ark. On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. 5 When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have the whole army give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the army will go up, everyone straight in.

     COMMENTARY:

     
Could you imagine the pulsating rush of emotions that were like a wellspring within Joshua when he came to the knowledge that He was face to face with the commander of the army of the Lord?  All the years of praying to Him and intimately rehearsing what it would be like to stand in The Presence, now came down to this one grain of sand in the hour glass.  This was Joshua’s moment that each human being, believer or nonbeliever will experience.  That’s right, from Billy Graham & RC Sproul to Lady Gaga, & Adolf Hitler.  They will all (without exception) do exactly what Joshua did and that is fall face down to the ground when they finally see Him eye to eye in all of His glory!(Philippians 2:9-11)  The fact that Joshua began to breathe carpet fuzz (his face to the ground) in verse fourteen, points us to the Truth that this is the preincarnate Christ.  Time after time in scriptures we see angels refusing any form of worship from man. When the velvet curtains pulled back on this scene and Joshua took a nose dive, as a sign of worship, the angel would have been obligated to redirect Joshua. Although this script is oozing with a more dramatic entrance and a compelling twist. The star of the show, the commander of the Lord’s army, appears in this scene and He commands worship, thereby revealing His divine nature.  Who said anything about the Bible being boring?  Encore! Encore!

Let’s chew on a delicate piece of steak that could have easily been ignored. Keep a keen eye to the tense of the verb in this essential verse the Lord breathed over Joshua when He said, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands” (6:2). What does this spoken word imply? If you remember in the beginning of this lesson, I touched on a simple but often overlooked truth. The victory, my friends, had already been won! All Joshua and his people had to do was claim the promise, obey the Lord (literally step by step) and go in and TAKE it! God had already given it to them before they even knew the game plan. This verse is the proof, staring you straight in the face, as if it were a sling shot about to smack you square in-between the eyes like David with Goliath! 

Here are some facts about Jericho to consider:

1.) Jericho was a rather small city, it covered perhaps eight acres.
2.) Jericho had about twelve thousand people living within its city walls and boundaries (Joshua 8:25).  Could you imagine twelve thousand fear-based people cramped into a tiny space of about eight acres? Where was Dr. Phil when they needed him?
3.) The walls that protected the city were two high parallel walls.  They stood about 15 feet apart and surrounded the city.

4.) The old generation of Israelites, had a team of eight spies report to Moses in Numbers 13:28. They demonstrated fear and unbelief when they confessed that the Israelites would most likely be unable to take this city because of how it was fortified. They forgot what God had told them in Exodus 23:27, when He promised that, “I will cause confusion among all the people to whom you come, and will make all your enemies turn their backs to you.”
5.) The possessing generation of Joshua had a different idea, they were going to put their trust in God and take Jericho down in seven days!

So once again there is this equation for Joshua that continues to gracefully dance around in my head like a weightless ballerina on point:  An ordinary person + an Extraordinary Request = miraculous results    

CONCLUSION:


Victorious Christians are people who know the promises of God because they spend time meditating on God’s word day and night (Joshua 1:8). When you weave the mere breath of God’s Word into your daily life, faith will emerge like a fresh fountain of Living Water as a result.  Faith comes by hearing the Word of God (Romans 10:17). In order to be obedient to His Word, you must have faith in Him.  You cannot have one without the other.  Just as simply as you cannot have peanut butter without the jelly, Lucy and no Ricky Ricardo, or Dooney without Bourke. Get the point?
Today I have given you three examples of testimonies that prove how God can work through just about anyone to accomplish His will.  No matter where you stand in your life at this moment, whether you are prostitute or a prophet of the Lord, you can put your whole trust in God and be a person of ACTION.  I challenge you to possess all that the Lord has promised you and I encourage you to move forward into your land that is flowing with milk and honey. Beloved, you do not have to wander in that desert any longer!
