Day 9- Bible Study with the Girls
March 21, 2012

I. Opening Prayer

II. Recite from memory 1 Corinthians 2:9 and Deuteronomy 8:3 and Matthew 28:19-20 , and Hebrews 11:1, and Ephesians 2:8-9
III. Isaiah 53:5- “He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed.” This verse is the one verse that sums up our last class experience of watching Jesus being crushed for our iniquities. It was because that, we are healed! 
a. Close your eyes and go back to the emotions you experienced from watching The Passion of The Christ.  From that place of vulnerability that the movie opened you up to, please take ten minutes to write to Jesus what that movie meant to you.  How it has changes your walk and how you view what He did for you.  Thank him that you were made rich, while He became poor (2 Corinthians 8:9). 

IV. Let’s discuss Chapter 20- The Empty tomb: 
a. Mary Magdalene- There is a lot of controversy surrounding Mary Magdalene. There is a lot of speculation about if she was “the woman” caught in the act of adultery in John chapter 8.  There is no fact that we can prove with scripture, so the only thing we have are opinions. These are the facts about Mary Magdalene:

a. She followed and supported Jesus (Mark 15:41)

b. They called her Mary “Magdalene” because of the town she was from. She was from Magdala in Galilee, which is right on the Sea of Galilee.  Jesus dedicated most of His time to Galilee during His earthly ministry. 
c. She experienced dramatic healing when seven demons came out of her (Mark 16:9, Luke 8:2)
d. She was a key witness to Jesus’ death (Matt 27:56, Mark 15:40)

e. She was a key witness to Jesus’ burial (Matt 27:61, Mark 15:47)

f. She was a key witness to His empty tomb (Matt 28:1, Mark 16:1, Luke 24:1-10)

g. SHE (a woman) WAS THE FIRST TO ENCOUNTER THE RISEN CHRIST (John 20: 1-18) 
h. This is a woman who got up before dawn on the first day of the week (Sunday) to go to the tomb and pray to her Lord (John 20:1)
V. Stay the course, don’t give up and go home. (Hebrews 10:35) You must persevere, no matter what it looks like!  Notice that it was ONLY Mary Magdalene that was up before dawn going to the tomb/grave sight to pray to Jesus.  Then when she noticed He was gone and the stone had been rolled away, she ran to get the other disciples and they came to see the empty tomb.  After they looked around, they went back home and who stayed at the tomb even through it looked hopeless?  It says that Mary stayed at the tomb by herself crying. It was then that Jesus appeared to Mary in His resurrected body.
VI. Read John 20:6-7.  The cloth was folded! This is a short sentence that can easily be over read and unseen. But please do not miss the hidden jewel in this verse.  

a. In the Jewish customs, when a person was done eating at the dinner table, they would fold their napkin and this would represent that they were finished.  When the Jewish people saw the folded cloth, they recognized this as Jesus saying, “It is FINISHED!” Which were the last words spoken by Jesus, as John penned in 19:30.

b. When I read this verse I often think about how in control Jesus is, regardless of the situation.  You would to think He would be in a hurry to get out of that tomb.  Was it still stinky in there from His resurrected body?  Did his decaying body ever even stink?  I mean after all He is God!  How many times I am in a hurry and run out of the house without making bed.  NOT JESUS, He took the time to perfectly fold the cloth that was wrapped around his head. 

VII. Doubting Thomas:  Poor Thomas, he is forever known as the disciple who doubted. Here are some facts about Thomas that often get over looked:
a. Thomas was also referred to Didymus, which translates to “twin” in the Greek.
b. He was an apostle, one of the first twelve to follow Jesus. (Mark 3:18)  

c. He was perhaps one of the only apostles who went outside the Roman Empire to preach the Gospel.
d. He had the authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness (Matt 10:1)
e. He speaks boldly in John 11:16, when Lazarus had just died, the other disciples did not want to go back to Judea, where Jesus’ fellow Jews attempted to stone him to death. Yet Thomas bravely states, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

f. In Thomas’ best known appearance in John 20:24-29, he chooses to doubt what the other disciples are telling him and he does not believe that Jesus has been resurrected.

VIII. John 20:29- Jesus says to Thomas, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. BLESSED are those who have NOT seen and yet have believed.” Which is the whole essence of faith!  Hebrews 11:1 (RECITE)
IX. The four characteristics of faith

a. Confident in the One you trust:  Hebrew 10:35 “Do not throw away your CONFIDENCE for it will be richly rewarded.  You must persevere for when you have done the will of God, you will receive what He has promised you.”

b. Joyful and hopeful- Romans 15:13- “May the God of Hope fill you with all kinds of Joy and Peace while you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with Hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” When God is asking you to Trust in Him, He will grant you peace and joy while you wait.  The second you give over to doubt, your joy will immediately be lost. 

c. Single minded, not double- James 1:6-8 “But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.  That man should not believe that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double minded man, unstable in all his ways.”   Don’t fall into the trap of saying, “did God really say?” That is the oldest lie in the bible (Genesis 3:1)

d. Believe BEFORE you see- John 20:29- Jesus said Thomas “Because you have seen me, you have believed, BLESSED are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” Often times I will say in regarding faith, leap and then your heart will follow

X. Discuss three things that really spoke to you in John 20-21

XI. Discuss three characteristics you learned about Jesus in John chapter 20-21

a. John 20:28- Thomas said to Jesus, “My Lord and my God.”  The important thing to notice is that Jesus accepted worship as God. If He were only man, He should have refused it.

b. Hebrews 13:8 says “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, and forever.” Jesus starts out as written in Luke 5 performing a miracle in front of Simon Peter, James, John (the sons of Zebedee) and the anonymous partners of Simon Peter. When Jesus first called them to be disciples, he asked them to let down their nets to catch fish after a hard night of fruitless work.  When they did, they caught so many fish that their nets were about to break.  Now Jesus performs this same miracle in John 21:1-14.  NOTICE how the disciples could not recognize it was Jesus until He preformed the same miracle and then they could recognize Him.  I love how the John (the one whom Jesus Loved) saw the miracle and immediately said… “It is the Lord!” 
XII. Group Discussion:
a. Go around the table and talk about what this class has meant to you and how it has helped you.  

b. If you choose, you can share where you currently are with the Lord 

XIII. Pass out index cards:  Lets continue to strap on the belt of truth and be equipped with the sword of the Spirit:

a. Luke 1:45- Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished.
