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Introduction


The chapters in the book of Numbers continue to unfold with one familiar theme; The Israelites continue to walk by sight and not by faith. Time and time again God reveals the things He has planned for them and many generations to come but they inevitably chose their own way. God shows up for them in ways our twenty first century minds could only dream about. If the ten plagues God inflicted on Pharaoh so he would free them wasn’t spectacular enough for their sensational appetites, how about the parting of the Red Sea? Or what about the easily missed miracle that they got to walk on dry land opposed to wet, muddy ground (Exodus 14:16) at the parting of the Sea? God does not just think of the big things, He thinks of everything. “I will accomplish what concerns you” (Psalm 138:8).


My husband and I have been married for 8 years and the beginning of our marriage was all but easy.  Jason and I both came to the table with enough baggage to fill a Boeing 747.  I might have claimed, at the time, that my baggage was fine leather Gucci while his was just a plain, brown, paper sack. Although the reality was, baggage is baggage no matter how fine or fancy the leather.  It all needed to be sifted through.  During a season of testing, I had been separated from my husband and things appeared hopeless.  By sight, you would have seen no hope. Except that God continued to whisper that He was going to bless Jason and I with a son. I chose to walk by faith and not by sight and I stayed steadfast in His promise. As I began to transform, miraculously my husband did too.  God first reconciled the marriage and unified the two of us.  

Just like the Israelites, as things began to get good in our marriage, I naturally forget what the Lord had promised which was the blessing of a son.  I carried on attempting to be in control and trying to prevent getting pregnant.  Until the day God spoke and reminded me by saying it loud and clear.  I was on a plane coming home from a week long trip and I was exhausted.  I sat next to a lady who had her bible positioned on her lap perfectly.  We began to speak about the Lord and I could sense the Spirit of God strongly upon this woman.  I knew something was different about her.  Ten minutes into the flight, she looked me straight in the eyes with the piercing light of the Holy Spirit and said, “The Lord wants to bless you with a son and you are preventing Him.” Then she turned away and left me to my thoughts.  It was the kind of message that would send you right into shock, if you allowed it. That night I asked the Lord for forgiveness and turned from my will and asked that His will be done. Eight months later God blessed us with our son, Noah, just as He had promised. 
Background


As the book of Numbers opens its first chapter, it has already been one year and one month after the children of Israel left Egypt.  Before you are quick to judge on their behavior, allow yourself to imagine the conditions these people are experiencing.  They have been wandering and camping in the wilderness for a whole year.  Even though they were rescued from slavery in Egypt, you have 603,550+ people who are now trying to cope with living in the wilderness separated into 12 different groups.  They live in tents and eat manna everyday for breakfast, lunch, and dinner.  There is very little privacy and no five star hotel accommodations in sight. Think about the kind of bathroom situation they had to create for 600,000+ people.  After a while you would begin to think that their own toilet would had overtaken their camp, and if not the toilet, then the smell.  Remember guys, there was no such thing as Waste Management back then. 

Numbers 10:11 marks a definite division in the book.  Up to this point the people have camped at Mount Sinai. From verse 11 through chapter 21 is the record of the journey from Mt. Sinai to the plains of Moab, which is just outside the Promised Land. 
Bible Passage #1 
Numbers 13:26-31 
26 they proceeded to come to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation of 

the sons of Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; and they brought back word to them and to the entire congregation and showed them the fruit of the land. 27 Thus they told him, and said, “We went in to the land where you sent us; and it certainly does flow with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 28 Nevertheless, the people who live in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified and very large; and moreover, we saw descendants of Anak there. 29 Amalek is living in the land of the Negev and the Hittites and the Jebusites and the Amorites are living in the hill country, and the Canaanites are living by the sea and by the side of the Jordan.” 

30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “We should by all means go up and take possession of it, for we will surely overcome it.” 31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are too strong for us.”

Comments


Even though the conditions of being in the wilderness were tough and certainly not plush, God continued to lavish His children by displaying His power among His people. He preformed miracles at every turn and provided to them their every need.  They watched the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob answer their very own prayers by cursing Pharaoh with ten plagues until he freed them from their shackles in Egypt. One by one the plagues fell and Pharaoh’s hardened heart was finally softened.  Pharaoh started out by saying to Moses in Exodus 5:2 “Who is the Lord that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know the Lord and I will not let Israel go!” By the time God was finished with Him, Pharaoh had changed the tune of his beat by these words written in Exodus 12:31, “Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites.  Go worship the Lord as you have requested.” After God removed their shackles from Pharaoh, He escorted them one by one through the parting of the Red Sea on dry ground.  Just in time for the last Israelite to make it across the sea, the waters were commanded to return while killing all of Pharaoh’s solders, their enemies were defeated. God blessed them in the wilderness with fresh manna every morning and quail to eat by the evening. Their thirst was quenched by water that spilt from a rock that satisfied the whole community.  During the day, the glory of the Lord led them by a cloud and a pillar of fire by night.  At this point in the journey you would to think they would be confident in the Lord, that all these miracles would manifest itself in a strong, unwavering faith like Caleb displays. Sadly, even though the Israelites had seen with their own eyes, they were still easily given over to fear and worry. Thus, walking by sight and not by faith.  Instead of telling God how big their mountain is, they should have told their mountain, how big their God is.


Earlier I reminded us to not look on the Israelites in judgment but to consider how we can see our own sins in the face of their struggles. If we are honest with ourselves, we shouldn’t have to look that deep.   I think about what God has provided my family with and all that He has done.  He has been steadfast in each one of His promises and has shown up in ways that have blown my hair back.  Yet, there are times when I am staring fear in the eye only to back down and not put my trust in Christ.  In Matthew 14:30 Jesus called out to Peter and invited Him to walk on water.  Peter (in faith) got out of the boat and was successful in walking on water towards Jesus but the moment he looked away and saw the wind, he began to sink in fear.  The wind that Peter saw was a very real thing, but Peter forgot that the wind is under Jesus’ command.  It is Jesus who rebukes the wind, not the other way around. 
Life Application


When you are challenged in life and are being tested, do you respond the way Pharaoh did by saying “Who is the Lord, that I should obey Him?” Or do you respond like Peter and get out of the boat and walk on water with Christ? To walk on water you have to press through your fear and focus on the Lord no matter what your surroundings look like. If you receive that unwanted phone call revealing your test results or your boss invites you into his office to let you know that they will no longer need your services. Do you immediately open yourself up to fear by focusing on the circumstance or do you put your Trust in Christ and believe that He has a plan to prosper and not to harm you, a plan for hope and a future (Jeremiah 29:11)?

Bible Passage #2 
Numbers 14:6-9 
6 Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, of those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes; 7 and they spoke to all the congregation of the sons of Israel, saying, “The land which we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land. 8 If the LORD is pleased with us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us—a land which flows with milk and honey. 9 Only do not rebel against the LORD; and do not fear the people of the land, for they will be our prey. Their protection has been removed from them, and the LORD is with us; do not fear them.” 
Comments


Over and over again in scripture we are told and shown that God tests His people.  John 6:6 clearly states that Jesus tested his disciples to prove their faith genuine. God didn’t instruct Moses to send the twelve scouts into the land to determine if it was a good idea.  Rather God had already promised them the land and wanted them to posses it.  He allowed them to investigate the land to build their faith and confidence in Him.  He was testing them to prove their faith genuine in the face of obvious challenges. Sadly ten out of the twelve could not see past their own fear and failed to strengthen their faith.  Only two spies, Joshua and Caleb, passionately poured out their hearts to their fellow Israelites and pleaded with them not to fear!  They boldly encouraged their peers to trust that God will do what He says He will do! It is so important to have friends in our lives like Joshua and Caleb.  People who are going to pick us up by our lapels and passionately plead with us on behalf of God.  Proverbs 12:18 says “reckless words pierce like a sword but the tongue of the wise brings healing.”  
Life Application


Who do you surround yourself with?  People who tear you down with their words or people like Joshua and Caleb who bring healing with their tongue? Sometimes it is hard to hear the truth from our peers, but the truth is what sets us free. Notice the Truth was not spoken by the majority; it was clearly not the more popular conversation. So not only did Joshua and Caleb choose to put their faith in God but they were also bold enough to tear off their clothes and passionately cry out from the roof top when everyone else was not. They risked the possibility of being rejected or looking and sounding stupid to their community of friends, family, and leaders. 
I encourage you to be bold for Christ and to not be ashamed.  Remember what Jesus says in Matthew 10:32-33- “Whoever acknowledges me before men; I will acknowledge him before my Father in Heaven. But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father.”

Bible Passage #3 
Numbers 14:17-23 
17 But now, I pray, let the power of the Lord be great, just as You have declared, 18 ‘The LORD is slow to anger and abundant in loving-kindness, forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generations.’ 19 Pardon, I pray, the iniquity of this people according to the greatness of Your loving-kindness, just as You also have forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now.” 20 So the LORD said, “I have pardoned them according to your word; 21 but indeed, as I live, all the earth will be filled with the glory of the LORD. 22 Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs which I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these ten times and have not listened to My voice, 23 shall by no means see the land which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who spurned Me see it.  
Comments


Because of Joshua and Caleb’s boldness to stand up to the Israelites, the rebellious people responded by desiring to stone them to death.  This is how far their hardened hearts had taken them.  They could not receive this truth they had shared even as it stared them in them face.  The Lords anger burned with fury and He was ready to execute every last one of them.  I often think of the movie Alice in Wonderland, when the queen would scream out loud, “off with their heads.” The Lord had reached this place with His people.

Moses pleaded with God for the second time by reminding Him of His loving-kindness and His mercy.  He obviously did not ask for a pardon based on the Israelites merit, but on the fact of God’s ability to be slow to anger. 

Verse 20 is one of my favorite passages because this reveals to the reader that the children of God have the ability to change God’s mind through prayer and petition.  I have heard many people over the years state that they do not pray because there is no point, God is not going to change His mind.  Although this verse proves them wrong, God listens to His children and can change His mind.  “Come boldly to the Throne of Grace and obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need (Hebrews 4:16).    
 Life Application

How is your prayer life? Do you run to the phone or go to the Throne?  Moses had an incredible prayer life that not only won him a front row seat to God’s Throne but also gave him the ability to change Yahweh’s mind.  This requires intimate relationship with the One who created you. To go before Him and pour out your heart like water before the face of the Lord (Lamentations 2:19). Encourage the class to develop a prayer life with direct communication to the Lord.  If you have not done this already and do not know how to pray, it is always good to start out by sharing that with God and asking Him to help you learn how to pray. Start out small. 
There was a time in my walk when I wanted to begin praying out loud, in front of other people but I was shy and intimidated.  One day someone shared with me that the reason I didn’t feel confident praying out loud with others was because I never practiced.  So I made a promise to myself that every time I was in a small group of one or two people for lunch, I would offer to pray out loud before we ate.  Each time I became more confidant and less shy.  This application helped me tremendously to develop boldness in praying out loud.

Conclusion


I believe that if we truly grasped the awesomeness of Who God really is, then we would be flat faced on the ground in a puddle before the Lord. We would not be able to stand up in one piece.  These passages in the book of Numbers solidifies God’s loving-kindness to these rebellious people.  Nevertheless, this group of people were HIS people and no matter how many times they turned against Him, God never turned His back on them.  His love never fails, it never gives up, it never runs out on us! The good news for you and me is that He is the same yesterday, as He is today, and tomorrow.       

